
Awards & Media 
Joe is the recipient of the 

Courage to Come Back 

Award, The Ontario Premiers 

Award, and was nominated 

by MacLean’s Magazine as 

one of ten Canadians that 

make a difference.  He also 

received Business in  

Vancouver’s 40 under 40 and 

Zoomer Magazine 45 over 

45. Joe has appeared in the 

Globe and Mail, The Toronto 

Star, Canadian Business, 

MacLean’s Magazine, The 

Vancouver Province, CTV 

Nation News, Global  

National News and CBC  

National News to name a 

few of his media  

appearances.  Video clips 

and articles can be seen on 

the website. 

 

Skid Row 
CEO 

To Protect and Serve 
“One routine call = one life transformed” 

What if the next call you took changed a life dramatically?  What if a typical day  
in the life of law enforcement produced a major transformation for someone?   
What if your service legacy was a life saved?   
 
In 1991 OPP Constable Scott MacLeod answered a typical distress call, a man with 
a gun, threatening suicide.  Just another addict going to jail was his first thought. 
Little did Scott know his involvement would be the beginning of a life  
transforming event for Joe Roberts.  
 
In 1991 Joe Roberts was fighting to get clean.  He had spent the previous several 
years as a homeless drug addict in Vancouver’s downtown east side.  His mother 
had rescued him and he had moved back home in an attempt to get his life  
together.  For Joe, sobriety was a lifelong battle and the night Joe met Scott, he 
was at the end of his rope.  Hopeless and suicidal, Joe had one thing on his mind; 
end it for good. 
 
In this keynote, Joe and Scott teach how anyone anywhere can overcome  
perceived limitations and live their dreams. This inspiring story demonstrates  
how powerful that next police call can be.   
 
As you walk with Joe through the tough streets of East Vancouver in the 1980’s 
you will experience the depths and degradation of a former hopeless, homeless 
drug addict, to the heights and triumph of a successful entrepreneur and  
philanthropist. Joe’s unique style of inspiration combined with his legendary dark 
humour will have you shed a tear while making you laugh ‘til it hurts. 

 
Joe and Scott’s  90 minute presentation will leave an impression that lasts a  
lifetime where you will learn: 
 

 

 The positive impact community policing makes 

 How to stay inspired and motivated despite the world outside  
 How “possibility mindset” is the core of service leadership 

 A feeling of being honoured and acknowledged for individual contributions  
 The importance of paying it forward  

778-875-5202 
marie@josephroberts.ca 

www.skidrowceo.com  

JOE ROBERTS 

http://www.skidrowceo.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

general law enforcement and traffic.  For a number 
of years Scott trained and was part of a special  
tactics & rescue operation for the OPP with  
deployment throughout Ontario.  Currently Scott is 
doing what he loves most,  working as a Forensic 
Identification Officer in Orillia Ontario. 
Scott married the Deputy Commissioners daughter 
29 years ago and has four children.  In his spare time 
he enjoys time with his family, golf in the summer 
and skiing in the winter. 
 
From Constable Scott MacLeod’s perspective you 
will hear how a quiet night and a routine call turned 
out to be the event that would leave an indelible 
mark in a 35 year police career.  Both lives changed 
the night these two men met.  The most unlikely of 
friends, their lives would never be the same. 
 
Every one of us is challenged by that typical call; it’s 
hard to see possibility in addicts, homeless, and the 
derelicts of society. Yet all too often Police are the 
first point of contact. What if seeing a possibility in 
the tough cases made a difference? 

 

 

 
“We were impressed with your sessions on ‘delivering the  
message’ with our NCO Training. Seeing “possibility” and  

your personal story of transformation as it relates to  
policing was very well received.” 

Inspector Ian MacWilliams  - Delta Police Department  
 

“I have heard you speak twice now and both times you success-
fully touched the audience in a way that only someone who has 

lived their story can.  You taught us all that we can endure 
change and hardship in life and still come out victorious.” 

Jack McGee— President, Justice Institute of BC 
 

“Your Message was a lot deeper than that. It was really about 
the positive impact our police officers are making in the  

community, you are living proof of that.  This message will  
definitely be with our people well after this conference is over” 

Mike Novakowski—Conference Coordinator 
 

“Whether they were Victim Services staff, police officers,  
or Justice personnel, everyone in the room came away from 

their day with you better prepared and more confident in how 
to handle our interactions with those we work with.  

We left the day invigorated and inspired about the work  
we do and those that we deal with.” 

Shawna Lumgair 
Saskatchewan Association of Police Affiliated Victim Services 

 

“Excellent!!! Wow!!! really appreciate your presentation.  
We are a tough crowd! Reinforced what I already believe.  
People are worth it, especially high risk youth! I believe it  

and preach it, although I’ve had a lot of resistance.  
CST Ranae Williams - ABBY PD 

 
“Excellent!!! Thank you for your story Joe. We all need to be 
reminded that there is always a story behind every person.  

You are inspirational!  
Kalvin Nahal DET. /CST  

“there’s more to you  
than you can see”   

T E S T I M O N I A L S 

JOE ROBERTS 

Partial Client List 
Abbottsford Police Department 
Beausoleil First Nations 
BC Law Diversity—Vancouver Police 
Brunswick Street Mission 
Boys and Girls Clubs 
Calgary Chamber of Commerce 
Canadian Centre for Substance Abuse 
Canadian Department of Justice 
College of Surgeons and Physicians 
Delta Police Department 
Executive Risk Management 
Government of Canada Justice— 
    Federal Crown Prosecutors 
Lanki and Associates Private Investigators 
 

Lions Gate Private Investigators 
Ministry of Children and Families 
Ontario Addiction 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
Police Chief Leadership Conference 
Salvation Army 
Saskatchewan Association of School Business Officials 
Saskatchewan Victims Unit – RCMP 
Squiala First Nation 
The Justice Institute 
Union Gospel Mission 
United Way 
Vancouver Adolescent Recovery Centre 
Vancouver Board of Trade 
Vancouver Police Department 

R.S. (Scott) MacLeod 
  Identification  
  Constable #5767 
 

Scott is a 35 year  
veteran with the  
Ontario  Provincial  
Police. He has  
performed multiple  
functions within the  
department including,  


